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		 	 	 	 EDITORIAL	
 
In the blink of an eye, Christmas is upon us again with the start of the New Year lurking around the corner. 
A time for good will, a time for reflection and perhaps resolutions. It is also time to take out your new 
diaries and check out your availability for some of the forthcoming Guild events. 
Scroll down a little and you will see details of the Guild Social on Saturday evening, 6th January, in the form 
of a curry evening. However the organiser, Angela Preston, does need to know your intentions, sooner 
rather than later and by 31st December at the very latest. 
The Guild Dinner will take place at Leicestershire County Cricket Club on Saturday 24th February. A tried 
and tested venue. Please book early and make Carol Franklin’s work a little easier. 
The Guild Ringing Course will take place over the weekend, Friday 7th to Sunday 9th September. Whether 
you will attend as a student or a helper please make a note to be there and help to make the weekend a 
success. 
In the meantime we wish you and yours a very happy Christmas and a healthy 2018. 
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               SNIPPETS 
 
Leicester Scholars were placed third in the Worthington Cup at Ticknell. The judge said “ We were a 
band on a mission.” The competition was won by St. Paul’s Birmingham, the test piece was a plain course 
of Cambridge Surprise Royal. 
 
Congratulations to R. Kingsley Mason who rang his 3000th peal at Loughborough Bell Foundry on 31st 
October 2017. His peals have been rung entirely on tower bells and he is the first Leicestershire ringer to 
achieve this. The peal of 5024 Lessness Surprise Major was rung for the Freehold Society. 
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David Staples of Husbands Bosworth celebrated his 80th birthday with a quarter peal of Doubles rung at 
Theddingworth on 5th November 2017. 
 
Stuart Hawkesworth of Sheepy Magna celebrated his 60th birthday with quarter peals of Doubles at his 
home tower; Grandsire Doubles at Sibson and Stedman Doubles at Sutton Cheney. All were rung on 4th 
November 2017. 
 
Still on the subject of birthday compliments Colin Sim of Lutterworth has reached 70 and the occasion 
was marked with a quarter peal of Surprise Minor in two methods at East Haddon. 
 
At 12.45pm on 8th November 1967 BBC. Radio Leicester broadcast for the first time and, in so doing,  
became the first BBC Local Radio Station in Britain. 
Exactly 50 years to the moment the Anniversary was celebrated with the sound of Leicester Cathedral 
Bells being rung, just around the corner from the studio. 
Thanks go to Michael Angrave for liaising with Radio Leicester and arranging the ringing. 
To conclude the 50th Anniversary celebrations a peal of 5040 Radio Leicester Golden Anniversary 
Surprise Maximus was rung on Saturday 11th November 2017 at Leicester Cathedral composed and 
conducted by Richard J. Angrave 
 
Congratulations to Jenny Harvey (Sapcote) and Ben Harris who were married on Saturday 25th 
November 2017 at St. Lawrence Church in Rowington, Warwickshire. The occasion was marked with a 
quarter peal of Yorkshire Surprise Maximus at St. Margaret’s, Leicester. 

 
 
 
BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 

 
October 
1st Prize   Nos 3  2nd Prize   Nos 10 3rd Prize   Nos 153 
November 
1st Prize  Nos 6  2nd Prize    Nos  31 3rd Prize   Nos  55 
December 
1st Prize   Nos 151 2nd Prize    Nos 124 3RD Prize   Nos  102 
 
 
                                                    
 
 
                                                       FIRST QUARTER PEALS 
 
Shawell, Leicestershire. 
All Saints. 
Tuesday 17th October 2017 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 43 minutes 
 
1  Clare Waters (1st quarter at First attempt) 
2  Nick Hiams 
3  Daphne Hinton 
4  Ian Alexander 
5  Colin Sim © 
6  Andy Hinton 
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Burbage, Leicestershire, 
St Catherine 
Sunday 12th November 2017 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
 
1  Rowen Harrison 
2  Christopher Jones 
3  Oliver Biggs 
4  Julia Biggs © 
5  Martin Mellor 
6  Geoff Hughes 
 
Rung half muffled for Remembrance. 
First quarter inside 3 
First quarter as Conductor 
First quarter 6 
 
 
 
Leicester Diocesan Guild 
Thurcaston, Leicestershire 
All Saints' 
Tuesday, 21 November 2017 
1270 Plain Bob Doubles 
1 Morgan Williams 
2 Dave Carling 
3 Nicky Carling 
4 Francis Fisher 
5 Howell Williams © 
6 Peter Hunt 
To celebrate the Platinum Wedding Anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip,  
Duke of Edinburgh. 
 First Quarter;1 
 

 
l to r;  Peter Hunt, Nicky Carling, Dave Carling, Morgan Williams, Howell Williams, Francis Fisher.  
Morgan's 1st quarter. 
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   E. ALAN JACQUES AWARD PRESENTATION AT THE GUILD A.G.M. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
President Mark Pendery and  Mrs. Hazel Jacques with the award winners Richard and 
Izabelle Bimson. 
 
 
 
                               Alan Cattell – Remembered Twenty Years On. 
 
A peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor was rung at Scraptoft on 4th November 2017 to remember Alan 
Cattell, who died twenty years earlier on 26th October 1997. 
It was Alan’s widow, Anne, who had the idea to commemorate Alan’s life on the six bells at Scraptoft 
which they both had done so much towards having the bells installed; Alan had previously managed to 
get the old three bells in ringing order. 
I met Alan in the late 1950’s for the first time when I attended a practice night at All Saints, Leicester. 
As I climbed the stairs to the belfry I could hear all eight bells ringing but upon opening the belfry 
door I was quite amazed to see only five ringers. Ernest Bowley, a one armed ringer on the treble, and 
Charlie Cattell on the tenor. John E Cook, Barry Brown and Alan were each ringing two bells to 
Grandsire Triples with Alan conducting. 
I had never previously seen two tower bells rung in this way and was more than a little impressed. 
Alan became a very good friend over the years which followed, displaying immense patience whilst 
teaching me to ring handbells and as an integral and loyal member of the Guild Bells Committee with 
his invaluable knowledge of the Guild’s Churches and bells. 
He was a founder member of the Guild, and rang 1086 peals of which he conducted 205. He rang 28 
peals in which he rang two tower bells and conducted many of these. He rang in the first ever peal of 
Royal at the Bell Foundry where only five ringers participated and the first ever peal of Maximus at 
Lockington with only six ringers taking part. 
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He loved teaching the Art of Change Ringing and was a regular tutor at the Guild Ringing Courses 
held at Church Langton. There are many Guild members whose progress was assisted by Alan’s 
patience and expertise. 
His practical ability knew no bounds and he would successfully turn his hand to anything. 
Leicester Guild has a history of producing some very fine ringers. Alan Cattell would certainly stand 
alongside each and everyone of them. 
 
 
                                                                
   ARMISTICE 100 
 
The Central Council is being supported by the Government in encouraging the recruitment of 1400 
new ringers over the next year, who will be able to ring as part of Armistice 100. This is symbolic ie a 
replacement of the 1400 ringers who lost their lives during the Great War. 
By the time you read this you may well have seen press coverage in the Mail on Sunday and Sunday 
Telegraph over the weekend 11/12th November 2017. There was also a piece on Sunday 12th November 
on the BBC 1 Breakfast Show featuring Alan Regin. 
Details of the plans for this event will be circulated from your District Secretary. 
 
 
 
 

       BELL RINGERS COMMORATING WORLD WAR  1 
 
 

The Central Council Rolls of Honour commemorate those ringers who fell in the Great War 1914-1918 
and the 1939-1945 War. 
 
The Council commissioned a handwritten Memorial Book for each War. These books can be viewed in a 
display case on the way up to the ringing chamber at St Paul’s Cathedral, London.  The Central Council 
of Church Bell Ringers website contains photographic copies of the pages of each Book together with a 
listing of the text. Each entry shows the ringer’s name, initials, home tower and society name where 
known. 
 
In recent years much more information has become accessible on the website of the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission and additional names have been obtained from ringing societies and individual 
ringers. Alan Regin, the current Steward of the Rolls of Honour, has collected and organised this material 
to provide updated and more complete lists of casualties. The additional information includes age, date of 
death, rank, regiment, and cemetery/memorial where known. Alan’s growing collection of photographs 
of headstones and memorials is also gradually being added. 
 
Through his research Alan identified Private George Atkins Mason of Sharnford as one of the casualties.  
Private Mason does not feature on the War Memorial at Sharnford; he was a resident of Dares Walk, 
Hinckley who travelled to Sharnford to ring here and he is listed on the memorial in Hinckley.  He was a 
member of the Northumberland Fusiliers 12/13 Bn.  He was born in 1881 and prior to enlisting he 
worked in the hosiery trade.  He died on 4 October 1917.  He is commemorated at Tyne Cot Memorial, 
Belgium. 
 
Early in 2014 Alan launched a campaign for ringers nationally to commemorate the centenary of each of 
the deaths by ringing a full peal of 5000+ changes, taking approximately 3 hours in the tower in which 
they rang.  Fortunately, there were not too many casualties known to be ringers in Leicestershire.   The 
anniversaries of the soldiers from Whetstone who died in 1916 were not marked.  A quarter peal was 
rung at Anstey in July 2017 for their late ringer. 
 
Arrangements were put in place to ring at Sharnford on 4th October 2017. Permission was obtained, the 
village was told of the commemoration and the ringers had learned methods that were particularly 
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appropriately named.  Alan had agreed to find time in his busy schedule to ring.  As is customary for peals 
the ringers shut the doors securely so that they would not be disturbed as peals require a great deal of 
concentration.  Unfortunately, after they had been ringing for over two hours the choir and handbell 
ringers for the concert let themselves in for a practice and disturbed the concentration of the ringers so 
they had to stop.  The ringing could therefore only be claimed as a ‘long length’. 
 
In his research Alan found another Sharnford resident who had perished in the Great War and the name 
has been added to the refurbished war memorial.  The final known Leicestershire ringers’ deaths were 
from Quorn in 1918. 
 
Some members of the original band were joined by others and rang a peal to commemorate the end of 
the Battle of Paschendale on 10th November. 
 
The ringers assembled before the attempt on 4th October 2017. 
 

 
 
 
It is possible to access the Roll of Honour on the Central Council website.  If anyone knows of any 
casualties who were ringers from their tower who are not included, please let Alan know. 
 

Bells 4 St George, Ypres 
 

I first became involved in the Ypres project when Alan Regin contacted me to ask if I, or anyone I 
knew, would be interested in fitting out the ringing room in the tower at Ypres. The project was now 
fully funded and the order for the bells had been placed with John Taylor & Co. Loughborough. The 
proposed contract for the ringing room had fallen through as not possible within the time scale. This 
was Easter week, 2017.  
Being too large a project for a semi-retired ‘one man band’, and with limited workshop space I asked 
one of my former pupils from my teaching days at The John Cleveland College, Hinckley (now 
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Hinckley Academy) if he would be interested. Glyn Pears went in to the family woodworking business 
straight from school and now runs a very successful joinery manufacturing business from his modern 
workshop in Hinckley, producing much bespoke joinery. 
We met on site at the beginning of June to find a very sad looking room which had been used as a 
dumping ground and had suffered severely from water ingress from a roof leak, which had now been 
fixed. This was to be the ringing chamber for the new ring of bells. 
Site measurements were taken, the panelling designed, along with a cabinet to house a set of hand bells 
that had been donated by John Coles and a display cabinet to house the Roll of Honour of our fallen 
comrades, all ringers prior to enlisting for the Great War. 
The panelling, reaching to the window sills at seven feet high, was manufactured in the workshop at 
Hinckley and the complete ringing room was erected in a mock up room in the workshop. Alan was 
invited to view the work prior to it being transported to Ypres and fitted out in St Georges Memorial 
Church. Alan’s words after the visit, ‘well that was far more impressive than I expected’. 
We travelled to Ypres on Sunday September 24th, arriving about 10-30 in the evening ready for the 
installation during the week. 
The complete panelling had been designed in sections as it all had to be hoisted through the trap door 
in the floor. The oak ceiling was fitted first, the panelling following, and finally the cabinets. Alan 
Regin and Ian Campbell, two of the Trustees of the project, called to see the work on Wednesday and 
Thursday respectively en-route to a peal at Dortrecht. As expected they were both suitably impressed. 
We returned home to England late on Thursday evening, mission completed and all within the 
timescale. Forty hours work on site in three and a half days:  that’s semi-retirement! 
Mick Angrave. 
 

    St. Georges Memorial Church at Ypres 
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   The bells in the church for the blessing service. 
 
 
 

  

 
First impressions of the Ringing room. 
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  The Handbell cupboard in the new Ringing 
Room. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Extreme Steeple Keeping - Loughborough 1909 

 
 
Following ringing after the Leicester Guild AGM at All Saints, Loughborough in October, discussion 
turned to the long peal of 18027 Stedman Caters rung there in 1909 – the first time one team of 
ringers had preformed for more than twelve hours. That historic peal is not in itself the subject of this 
article – rather, it deals with the issues of maintenance in the days when all bells were hung on plain 
bearings.  
 
By today’s standards, we might wonder why a band would choose to ring a long length peal on such 
heavy bells as those at All Saints. A possible reason for the choice of this tower lies in not so much the 
weight of the bells, as in the layout of the frame.  
 
All Saints, Loughborough, were augmented to 10 in 1887 (with a tenor of 28 cwt), making them the 
third ring of 10 in the County of Leicester, after St Margaret’s and St Martin’s (now Cathedral) in 
Leicester. Throughout the 1890’s, there were several re-castings, possibly some being experimental 
work by Taylor’s. In 1899, all the bells were re-cast into the present set. The current frame at 
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Loughborough dates from 1887, and is housed within a bell chamber which can best be described as 
CAVERNOUS. A sketch plan of the frame layout is shown below. It is possible, although not at all a 
pleasurable experience, to walk completely around the outside of the frame, and into the middle, whilst 
the bells are up AND RINGING. It seems likely that this ease of access for maintenance was the 
reason for the choice of this tower for the peal.  
 
 

 
Sketch plan of bell frame - All Saints, Loughborough 
 
 
The peal report published in the Bell News of April 24 1909 includes a lengthy description of the 
events of April 12 by William Willson (ringer of the 7th), from which some of the information 
contained herein has been obtained. This article states –  
 
“A screen across one side of the belfry made it possible for someone to pass up among the bells to oil them without being 
seen” 
 
Verbal reports from some of the old Loughborough ringers confirmed this, together with the 
information that Taylor’s bellhangers had worked shifts throughout the peal, equipped with an oil can 
having a four foot long spout. Obviously, the bearing caps would have been left open for this purpose 
on the occasion. The screen referred to in William Willson‘s report would have been positioned 
behind the ropes for the front three bells, between the lower and upper spiral stairways. 
 
Mr Willson’s report, referring to the gas lighting fixture then in the ringing chamber, gives another 
mention for our anonymous steeplekeeper – 
 
“…. at eleven o’clock the centre lights, which had been left half-on ready for night, blew out from a gust of wind, and the 
gas escaped for some hours till the “man with the oil can” noticed it, as he must have when he passed behind the screen.” 
 
On reflection, one cannot help wondering whether similar arrangements for lubrication were needed 
for other long length peals rung on bells in plain bearings. There does not appear to be any mention of 
any lubrication taking place during the 8800 Superlative Major rung at Loughborough in 1894 (lots of 
dodging on a 28 cwt tenor for over 6 hours!), but that does not mean that it did not happen on that 
occasion. It would also seem highly likely that an arrangement similar to this would have been in place 
when the extent of Plain Bob Major was rung in 26 hours, by a relay of 14 ringers at Leeds, Kent, in 
1761. As a footnote, although the Leeds performance does not count as a peal by today’s standards, it 
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is still the longest length in time of ringing to date. Perhaps someone conversant with the history and 
layout of the bell frame at Leeds might be able to shed some light on this. 
 
The tenor at All Saints was rehung on ball bearings in 1913, followed by the other nine bells in the 
tower. 
 
The record set at Loughborough on April 12, 1909 has since been broken many times, both in length 
and time, but it has never been exceeded on such heavy bells, which at that time were hung on plain 
bearings, and as such stands as a feat of endurance by the ringers who took part, to this day, and also 
as a tribute to the “men with the oil can”. 
 
Peter Soar – November 2017 
 
 
                                                        AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
LEICESTER :- 
 
 
The Leicester District held their annual general meeting on Saturday 2nd December at St Margaret, 
Leicester. Some members rang a quarter peal of Rutland Surprise Major in the morning followed by 
open ringing. We then enjoyed lunch provided by the St Margaret’s ringers before the business 
meeting. 
Nicky Carling and Angela Preston were re-elected as Chair and Secretary respectively, however both 
indicated that they would be looking to be replaced next year. Dave Carling was re-elected as Ringing 
Master. Anthony Haywood was elected as a general committee member. 
The district calendar was discussed as the district committee felt it was time for some changes. Some 
suggestions were given and a calendar will be put together in the New Year. 
The Leicester District is hosting the January Social on 6th January at Spice 45 in Narborough. Numbers 
and payment are required by 31st December in order to confirm with the restaurant. 
 
Angela Preston 
 
 
LOUGHBOROUGH :- 
 
The Loughborough District held its AGM at Copt Oak in November. Earlier in the afternoon we 
visited Thornton and Bardon and it was good to get out to some of the lesser-visited 3 bell towers in 
the district, particularly as the Thornton ringers often come out to support us at district practices.   We 
had some good ringing throughout the afternoon, a special bell ringing evensong to which the vicar 
had obviously given a lot of thought, and an excellent tea provided by the Copt Oak ringers.  It was 
good to see many people there, thank you for supporting us. 
The following officers were elected: 
Chairman: Richard Bimson 
Secretary: Izabelle Bimson 
Ringing Master: Richard Bimson  Committee members: Sally Brown & Joanne Moore (Treasurer) 
BRF Allocations: Stuart Hale 
BRF Fundraising: Sally Brown 
Education: Tony Croft 
 
We continue to appreciate the support by fellow district committee members and from the district 
ringers more generally.  We look forward to another busy and fruitful year of ringing in 2018. 
 
Izabelle Bimson 
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Market Harborough 
 
The attendance at the District AGM, held at Kibworth, was disappointingly low, with many District 
towers not represented.  Afternoon ringing at Kibworth was followed by a service, tea and meeting.  
There were no new nominees for committee posts, and with one person expressing a desire to step 
down, two posts remain unfilled.  Chair, Secretary, Ringing Masters, Treasurer and one Guild Rep 
remain unchanged.  Unfortunately, there were insufficient people for evening ringing at Great Glen. 
The carol service and Christmas social were held at Oadby.  After a lovely service, led by Oadby’s new 
vicar, and some energetic singing, we retired to the St Peter’s Centre across the road for the social.  
This comprised a sumptuous ‘bring-and-share’ tea followed by a light-hearted quiz, which was greatly 
enjoyed by all who came along.  Thanks to Diana and the team for the organisation. 
Andrew Young 
 
The Melton District  :- The September meeting was at Plumtree which is just off our normal patch, 
unfortunately the turnout was very low and we were lucky that some visitors bolstered the numbers to 
enable us to ring all 8 on the night. The committee have discussed this and decided to stick to meetings 
within the District whenever possible from now on as the out of District meetings seem to have low 
attendance. 
October saw a few more turn out at Somerby and then a good attendance in Bottesford for the AGM and 
ringing in November, 
The rope store at Twyford is working well with 5 ropes reallocated to date and some more donations to 
be processed and updated onto the website ASAP. 
Twyford has just had its biggest Christmas ring and dinner to date with 27 ringers and partners turning 
out for an enjoyable evening, many thanks to Annette for organising that. 
 
Peter Brown 
 
 

     GUILD JANUARY SOCIAL 
 
                  Saturday 6th January at 7pm 
 
                    At Spice 45, Narborough 
 
       www.spice-45.co.uk  
 
                                          £15 per head 
              Poppadum, starter, main course, rice and side dish, 
                                  Choice of 4 on the table 
                                                   Or 
                A selection of English dishes available to pre-order 
                Such as Scampi or omelettes available on request 
         Names to Angela Preston leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk 
                & payment to either myself or into the Guild Bank 
                        account by 31st December please. 
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	 																		Annual	Dinner		
Will	be	held	at	

Leicestershire	County	Cricket	Club	
On	

Saturday	24th	February	2018	at	7	for	
7.30pm	

£25	per	head	
Please	send	names,	menu	choices,	payment	and	an	indication	of	who	you	would	like	to	

sit	with	to	secretary@leicesterdg.org.uk	by	14th	February.	Cheques	should	
be	made	payable	to	LDGCBR	or	contact	secretary/treasurer	to	make	a	bank	
transfer.	

Menu 
Pork,	Apple	&	Calvados	Terrine	served	with	warm	sea	salt	&	focaccia	bread	

	
Smoked	Haddock,	Chive,	&	Tomato	en	cocotte	glazed	with	gruyere	

	
Cream	of	Carrot	&	Coriander	Soup	with	herb	croutons	

 
* * * * * 

Herb	Crusted	Delice	of	Scottish	salmon	
Served	with	a	Pinot	Grigio	and	onion	cream	sauce	

	
Feather	Blade	of	English	Beef	

Served	on	a	horseradish	&	red	onion	mash	
	

Breast	of	Chicken	Minerva	
Rolled	in	parmesan	and	pancetta	

Served	with	a	chestnut	mushroom	sauce	
									Wensleydale	&	Vegetable	Bake	

With	a	spicy	tomato	sauce	
	

Herb	Roasted	New	Potatoes	
Selection	of	Market	Vegetables	

*	*	*	*	*	
Brioche	Bread	&	Butter	Pudding	with	Custard	

	
Pot	au	Chocolate	with	poached	raspberries	&	Drambuie	

	
Crème	Brûleé	infused	with	Baileys	Irish	Cream	

* * * * * 
Fresh	Ground	Cafetiere	Coffee	

“Red	Fox”	Mints	
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